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Artist, photographer, writer and explorer Mary Schaffer Warren overcame the limited expectations of

women a century ago in order to follow her dreams. Born into a wealthy Pennsylvania Quaker

family, Mary Sharpless was a precocious child who longed to experience the world beyond her

sheltered home. An 1889 cross-Canada trip with her new husband, doctor and botanist Charles

Schaffer, proved to be the turning point in her life: it was when she fell hopelessly in love with the

Canadian mountains.  After her husbands death in 1903, Mary embarked upon a series of

explorations in the Canadian Rockies that were far more extensive than was thought proper for a

woman at the time. Her most famous trips, in 1907 and 1908, led to the rediscovery of Maligne Lake

and, later, her highly regarded book Old Indian Trails of the Canadian Rockies, published in 1911

and now part of the Mountain Classics Collection from Rocky Mountain Books. Mary eventually

settled in Banff and married her handsome young guide, Billy Warren. Since her death in 1939, her

extraordinary accomplishments continue to inspire peopleparticularly women to follow their dreams. 

This latest printing of Janice Sanford Becks bestselling biography of Mary Schaffer Warren features

new information based on correspondence between SchÃ¤ffer and her friend and lawyer, George

Vaux Jr., that was recently acquired by the Whyte Museum in Banff.
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Janice Sanford Beck is the author of the bestselling No Ordinary Woman: The Story of Mary

Schaffer Warren (Rocky Mountain Books). She has also written the introduction to the latest edition

of Mary Schaffers Old Indian Trails of the Canadian Rockies (Rocky Mountain Books) and, with



Cheryl Sanford, researched the Mary Schaffer Warren portion of the Glenbow Museums permanent

exhibit called Mavericks: An Incorrigible History of Alberta. Janice lives in Saskatoon with her

partner, Shawn, and their children.

I haven't read this yet... but I'm looking forward to it. She seems like an absolutely amazing woman!

told of this book while on Rocky Mountaineer Tour, would have been nice to have read it before

hand, but still a good history background for Canadian Rocky pioneers. Very nice book, like new,

even though I bought a "used" copy

Great book, great woman!

This is a well written, interesting account of the life and adventures of self proclaimed mountain

woman, Mary Schiffer, a century ago in her beloved Canadian Rocky Mountains. This book brings

to life the distant past and details the trials and successes of the life of a woman in that rugged

grandeur.

The item arrived in great condition and ahead of schedule. Will use this seller again.
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